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Classic Catechism 
Light and Life Communications, 2006 

 

List of changes and additions made to original 1952 catechism by the editor, 

Russell J. Veldman III 

russveldman@gmail.com 

 
(For an ongoing discussion about using the Classic Catechism, see my blog at 

http://russellveldman.typepad.com) 

 
 

 Primary sources for changes and additions: 

  

  Foundations for a Living Faith: The Catechism of the Free Methodist Church  

  (hereafter FLF) 

  

  The Book of Discipline, 2003 (hereafter BOD) 

 
1. Biblical quotations from the Authorized Version (KJV) were replaced with quotations from 

 the New International Version (NIV). 

 

2. Sparingly, the language of the Catechism has been contemporized, replacing “Holy Ghost” with 

 “Holy Spirit,” etc. 

  

3. Inclusive language has been carefully used when referring to people as context allows.  For 

 example,  “mankind” and “man” has been replaced with “humankind” when referring to the 

 human race. I have in no way altered biblical quotations, however.   

  

4. Additional biblical references have been added to further support certain answers. 

  

5. Some answers have been lengthened slightly to include a few theological terms that are important 

 to learn such as “omnipotent.” 

  

6. Some questions or answers have been altered or eliminated that, in editor’s estimation, did not 

 handle a passage of Scripture correctly.  A full list of these and all other significant changes is 

 below. 

  

7. The editor has added a few questions for clarity and further expansion of Free Methodist doctrine.  

 In the draft submitted to the publisher, these questions were distinguished from the original 1952 

 catechism by letters following the question number such as question number 121a. In the 

 published version they are not distinguished in the Catechism but are clearly noted as additions 

 the list below.   

 

8. The Articles of Religion have been added as Appendix I for easy reference.  It is important to 

 compare this teaching tool with the official doctrinal statement of our denomination. 
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9. Several things have been omitted from this work that are in the appendix of the 1952 Catechism: 

 The Beatitudes, The Ten Commandments, The Baptismal Covenant, The Lord’s Prayer and 

 Examples of Prayer for the Young. 

 

 

 

List of significant changes and additions to the original 1952 Catechism of the 

Free Methodist Church 
 

#11 Added from FLF, page 14.  In our day, the common understanding of love is typically not 

 biblical, so some definition had to be given. 

#13 Added from FLF, page 14. 

#16 Added from FLF, page 14. 

#17 Added the words, “God always keeps his word,” to define faithfulness. 

#18 Added from FLF, page 14. 

#19 Added from FLF, page 14. 

#20 Rephrased question. 

#23 Rephrased question. 

#34 Added the words, “created male and female.” 

#38 Added from FLF, page 16. 

#44-46  Changed order of questions for better logical flow   

#50 Changed “happy” to “content” since the word happy does not have the same meaning in 

 contemporary usage as it did in the day of the original catechism. 

#51 Changed “happy” to “content” as in #44. 

#60  Added “and inclined toward rebellion against God” from FLF, page 18, and the words, “that 

 is” for clarity. 

#63 Added from FLF, page 42. 

#64 Added from FLF, page 40. 

#66 Added the phrase, “Most concisely” from FLF, page  40. 

#68  Added from FLF, page 41-42. 

#70 Added from FLF, page 43 and BOD ¶3310. 

#72 Based on FLF, page 44. 

#74 Added from FLF, pages 44-45. 

#76  Added from FLF, pages 45-36 and BOD, ¶3320. 

#77 Added from FLF, page 46 and BOD ¶3320. 

#81 Added from FLF, page 48. 

#83  Added from FLF, pages 50-51. 

#85  Added from FLF, page 52. 

#87 Added from FLF, page 53. 

#89 Added from FLF, page 54. 

#96 Expanded “death” to “died a sacrificial death” for clarity concerning why Christ had to die. 

#97 Reworded answer. 

#102 Added from FLF, pages 18-19. 

#104 Added the phrase, “referred to often as the God- Man.” 

#107 The original question read: 

 

 By what power did Christ arise from the grave? 

  Christ arose from the dead by His own power.  

     - John 10:18 
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 I replaced this question for two reasons: (1) the Scriptures speak repeatedly that God the Father 

 raised Jesus from the dead and (2) It is debated if in John 10:18 Jesus is referring to his 

 resurrection or simply to his compliance with the Father’s will. Also, (3) FLF affirms that God 

 the Father raised Jesus (see page 21). 

 

#111 Added, “No other satisfaction for sin is necessary; none other can atone” from BOD, ¶114. 

 

#112 I replaced the quotation from Mark 16:16 with John 3:18 because the latter part of Mark 16 

 is considered not to be an original part of Mark’s gospel by most  scholars and therefore can be 

 understood to lack authority.   

 

#113 Originally the answer to this question was, “They will.  Jesus says, ‘Of such is the kingdom of 

 heaven.’”  I replaced the quotation from Matthew 19:14 with a phrase from paragraph 124 of our 

 Articles of Religion since there it states that children are recognized as being included in the 

 atonement, which is the traditional Wesleyan-Arminian basis for the answer. 

  

#120 Added from BOD, ¶3120. 

 

#121 The original biblical references for this question  were 1 Corinthians 12:17 and Ephesians 2:8.  

 It is not clear to me why the 1 Corinthians passage was cited, so I changed it.  Also, the answer 

 was expanded with material from FLF, page. 29 and BOD, ¶3120. 

 

#124 “Adoption” was added to the list since it is one of the three terms expounded in the BOD as 

 “speaking significantly to entrance into and continuance in the new life” (¶115). 

 

#125 The original answer read, 

 

 “Justification is the act of God in which He pardons the sinner and looks upon him  as if he 

 had never sinned.” 

 

 The new answer is based on the BOD, ¶116. 

 

#126 Added from FLF, page 28 and BOD, ¶118. 

 

#127 Original answer read,  

 

 “Regeneration is that change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit whereby the sinner is born anew 

 in the image of Christ and thus made a child of God.” 

  

 The new answer is based on ¶117 of the BOD. 

 

#128 Replaced the word “act” with “work” to convey better both progressive and crisis 

 sanctification. 

 

#129 Originally the answer read, “Loving God with the whole heart, soul, mind and strength and 

 loving one’s neighbor as oneself.”  I rephrased the answer to emphasize that this is the result 

 of a crisis experience of sanctification, which logically follows the previous question.  This was 

 #107 in the original catechism. 

 

#130 Added from BOD ¶119 and 3170. 
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#131 The original answer to this question was, “They  may. ‘This is the will of God, even your 

 sanctification.’   ‘The very God of peace sanctify you wholly.’”  The first quotation is from 1 

 Thessalonians 4:3, in which Paul is urging sanctification in one particular area of  life, sexuality.  I 

 replaced it with a quote from 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, which seems to speak of a comprehensive 

 view of sanctification.  This was question #106 in the original catechism. 

 

 

#132 Added from ¶3170 of the BOD.  This question was added to further clarify what the FMC 

 means and does not mean by Entire Sanctification. 

 

#134 Original answer read, “Justified and sanctified souls may be kept from falling by constantly 

 obeying and believing God.”  The world “constantly” in this answer may lead one to think a 

 claim for sinlessness is being made, i.e., “one  slip and you’re out.”  The revised answer seeks to 

 make a distinction between falling momentarily and reverting back into a habituated life of sin. 

 

#135 Original answer read, “By constantly watching, praying, and trusting in our Lord and Saviour.”  

 A change was made for the same reasons given for #109. 

  

#136 Added from BOD ¶3200-3230.  I added this question because it seemed helpful to actually define 

 what is meant by the expression, “means of grace.” See BOD, ¶3200-3230. 

 

#137 Used to be #111.  Here I changed “church” to “Life in the church” to clarify that participation 

 in the life of the church, which involves worship, fellowship, teaching, accountability, etc., is 

 a means of grace.  See  BOD, ¶3230. 

 

#141 Added from FLF, page 26. 

#142 Added from FLF, page 26. 

#143 Added from FLF, pages 26-27. 

 

#147 “[It is] also a means of grace through faith by which God works within us to quicken, 

 strengthen and confirm our faith” added to original answer and based on BOD, ¶123. 

 

#152 This question was added to further explain the Free Methodist Church’s position on baptism and 

 to avoid the impression that the Free Methodist Church only practices “believer’s baptism.”  The 

 wording is taken from ¶124 of the BOD.  One reason the 1952 Catechism did not include a 

 statement about the baptism of children is because at the time the Articles of Religion of the Free 

 Methodist Church did not express in detail the theological reasoning behind it. 

 

#154 “Wine” was changed to “fruit of the vine” since the FMC typically uses grape juice in Holy 

 Communion. 

 

#156 Added from BOD, ¶125. 

#160 Added from BOD, ¶108. 

 

#163 Here I added the categories of adoration and intercession to the list from FLF, page 26. 

 

#167 Added from BOD, ¶127. 

#168 Added from BOD, ¶127. 

 

#177 This question was added to give some explanation of the final state. 
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#178 Added from BOD, ¶130. 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix, part II 

 

 Here the version of the Apostles’ Creed used in the 1952 Catechism was replaced with the 

version used in the 2003 BOD.  The only significant difference is that the BOD version includes the 

phrase,  “descended into Hell” while the 1952 Catechism does not. 

 

 

 
Preface to the 1952 Catechism 

  

 The General Conference of 1890 recommended the publication of a catechism, and in 1898 designated the 

bishops a committee to prepare such a work. 

 Its general use over a long period of years is evidence of its educational value. 

The Publisher 

 

Preface to 1954 Catechism 

 

 The Catechism which we herewith present to our people has been submitted for publication by the four 

General Superintendents of the denomination, in accordance with their appointment by the General Conference of 

1898
1
 as a committee to prepare such a work for the church.  We trust it will satisfy a long-felt want, and that, in 

accordance with the original recommendation of the General Conference concerning the publication of such a work, 

adopted in 1890, it will soon come into general use “in all our Sunday-schools, seminaries and home circles.”                 

  

THE PUBLISHER 

 

                                                 
1
 The first edition of the Catechism is copyrighted 1902. 


